
The Environmental Information Exchange Network (Exchange 
Network) is an Internet-based system used to securely 
exchange environmental and health data among EPA, states, 
tribes and territories, and other partners







OAR Actions

As part of preparing this guidance, EPA has examined the current 

process for submitting Air Quality data, and will do the following in FY 

2012 to address potential obstacles to increased use of the exchange 

network:

•Fund enhancements to AQS to allow automatic loading of data 

submitted via the Exchange Network;

•Continue efforts (e.g., coordination with the Network Governance and 

ECOS and air quality data management software vendors to facilitate 

deployment of upgraded software that produces compatible XML 

formatted files) to make available information, tools, and guidance 

needed to help states and other partners transition from  “flat files” to 

the EN XML standard;

•Develop and conduct necessary training sessions for staff submitting 

air quality measurement results in conjunction with the Regions and 

ECOS;

•Stop accepting “flat file” submissions from states by the end of 2013; 

and

•Stop accepting “flat file” submissions from tribal, territorial, and locally 

delegated programs by the end of 2015.

Regional Actions

Using the resources developed in FY 2011, Regions should work with 

states to:

•Obtain commitments in the grant workplans from all or all but one 

state in each Region to submit XML-formatted AQS data by the end of 

2012;

•Obtain commitments in the grant workplans from the remaining state 

in each Region to submit XML formatted AQS data by the end of 2013; 

and

•Increase the use of the exchange network by non-state submitters of 

air quality information by making the EN client, XML tools and the 

necessary training available to them with the goal of 100 percent 

reporting using the Exchange Network by the end of 2015.
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